
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Rowde Parish Council 

held on 
20 May  2009 at 7.30pm 

Rowde Village Hall 
 

Present – J Giles, J Bawden, J Barber, P Allfrey, P Brown,  R Berry, L Ibbetson, H Whittle, D Packer, B Chambers, B 
Holton,  

ACTION 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 
Proposed P Brown Seconded J Bawden that Councillor Janet Giles should be elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year.  
Carried   
Proposed J Giles Seconded R Berry that Councillor J Bawden should be elected as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year.  
Carried  
Acceptance of Office Forms were duly signed. 
Councillor B Chambers submitted his resignation effective at the close of the meeting.  This was accepted with regret and 
thanks were extended for Mr Chamber’s contribution over the past year. Mr Chambers agreed to retain responsibility for the 
Emergency Plan. 
Confirmation of Areas of  Responsibility, Village Hall – H Whittle, Planning – P Brown, Sports Field see item 5.4.1, 
Maintenance Management – D Packer, Finance – P Allfrey, Roads & Transport- P Brown, Safety Matters – L Ibbetson, 
Play Equipment – to be agreed , Footpaths - R Berry, Village Plan – J Bawden, Emergency Plan – B Chambers, Youth 
Council – J Barber,  Allotments – B Holton, Project Support – B Holton. 
Finance Sub-group – J Giles, P Allfrey, P Brown, J Bawden 
Parking Sub-Group – H Whittle, R Berry, L Ibbetson, B Holton. 
Question Time – Mrs Harrison – asked if any progress had been made regarding the footpath at Tanis.  The PC agreed to 
consider this within the overall strategy for roads and transport.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Apologies – P Rugg .  
2) Register of members’ interests – The Councillors were reminded of their obligation to declare any interest they may have 
on any issue arising at the meeting which may conflict with the business of Rowde PC.  There were no entries to the registry. 
 

 

3) Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 15 April 2009. Proposed B Holton seconded J Bawden  Carried  
4) Action update from Minutes 
4.1  Litter Picking – three applications received – interview panel J Giles, J Bawden, H Whittle, to meet 8th June 2009 
4.2  Annual Village Meeting – tea and coffee would be served at 7.00.  Volunteers for the Playing Field Management 
Committee to be requested. 
4.3.  Hand Print Board  to be erected as soon as possible. 
4.4. Bus Shelter – No Smoking Signs – information to be found for plastic signs 150mmX200mm 
 

 
 
 
 

  
5) Village matters: 
5.1 Youth Matters inc Youth Council – Report circulated – The Youth Club still cannot find expert help, ongoing. The skate 
board  grant being pursued, W.C is to advise on surfaces. A youth conference to be attended at Lavington by J Barber and Youth 
workers. No action required at present. 
5.2 Allotments – Report circulated – action as follows:- D Packer to discuss cutting of central path with appointed contractor; 
consider  whether cars should be allowed onto the Allotments site on a regular basis- future meeting; B Holton to draft a letter of 
thanks to Mr Johnson from the Parish Council. B Holton to discuss new site plans with current data to include plot sizes , 
contact details, tenancy status with the other tenants.  The hedge adjoining the playing field to be considered in the overall 
development of the area. 
Proposed by B Holton seconded by R Berry that requests for two sheds, plot 11 and plot 23b be approved.  Carried  
5.3 Roads & Road Safety Issues –  
Parking – Confirmation received that road marking would commence in July. Speeding survey completed.  Report already 
circulated by HW to those members on e-mail. Speed enforcement check carried out 30/4/09.  No one found to be speeding. 
5.4 Sports Field & Play Area   
5.4.1 Small Play Area – report from M Bowden circulated – H Whittle agreed to follow up the minor repairs required, Clerk to 
provide information. The gate mentioned in the report needs  a rubber damper to prevent noise when closing. 
5.4.2 Large Playing Field Appointment of Management Committee consisting of one representative from the Youth Council, 
D Packer for Football teams, one Parish Councillor, two other adults/parents. Volunteers for the Playing Field Management 
Committee to be requested at the Annual Village Meeting on 21/5/09.  Agreed that B Holton should be the Parish Council 
representative with D Packer representing the football club. 
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5.5 Clerks Report – insurance renewals had been received for the Parish Council and for the playing field – the information had 
been referred to Community First and a quote received combining both policies. The new policy would also allow for events to 
be added on an ad hoc basis. Subject to minor clarification the Clerk was instructed to proceed.  Proposed P Allfrey seconded 
H Whittle.  Carried  
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5.6. Village Safety inc Neighbourhood Watch.  
5.6.1 The new Beat Manager Mark Lewis would be attending the Annual Village Meeting.  L Ibbetson would be attending the 
NHW police meeting on 1 June 
5.6.2 Emergency Plan – 20 names had been given as possible contacts for inclusion in the emergency plan.  B Chambers would 

 
 
 
 



prepare a list of things to be discussed with them and arrange for approaches to be made. 
5.7. Village Amenities/Village Plan  
5.7.1 Rowde’s Future.  Draft action plan and priorities now need to be discussed with villagers.  Funding for a Collaboration 
Project, involving groups in Rowde and led by Community First, has received funding.  The aims are to draw on the experience 
of Community First staff to engage villagers in the next stage of developing and delivering Rowde’s Community Plan and to 
pilot procedures for taking issues to the new Area Boards.   
.5.7.2 Village shop – tenders invited for conversion work.  Group is now seeking someone to design a simple logo and to 
prepare marketing material.  Suggestions would be welcomed for possible helpers 
5.8 Village Hall – Nothing to report. 
5.9. Footpaths – Report circulated. R Berry to chase Esther Daley and check Footpath No.6. Funding has been received from 
Landfill Communities Fund  for Marsh Lane footpath. 
5.10 . Grounds, Litter & Dogs – Dog fouling continued to be a major problem.  It was agreed that signs should be erected at 
each end of the path leading to the allotments and the footpath to the canal. Clerk to obtain prices for A4 portrait signs in black 
and white saying “PUBLIC FOOTPATH PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOGS: Rowde Parish Council  
5.11 Village Appearance inc The Hill –  
5.11.1 The Hill – Display Board – two local craftsmen had been approached for quotes which should be available for the next 
meeting. 
5.11.2 K&A canal destination panels – local businesses are being invited to buy advertising space on the panels.  
5.11.3 Best Kept Village – judging to take place shortly . 
5.12. Summer 2009 – Report circulated no action required at present.  R Berry requested volunteers for cooking and 
organisation. 
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6) Financial Matters: 
6.1 Expenditure to 30/4/09 see report 
6.2 Cheques to be signed –.  See schedule below – total = £10070.37    Proposed by P Allfrey seconded by J Bawden 
Carried. 
6.3 Quotes for bus shelter cleaning (1)  Clean & Clear £25 a month for all three shelters.  (2) Clear Vision £40 a month for all 
three shelters.  Proposed J Bawden seconded P Allfrey the quotation from Clean and Clear should be accepted for a 6 month 
period after which the work should be reviewed.   
6.4 Approve Accounts for submission to external auditor including statement of Governance 
The accounts had been circulated and it was Proposed by B Holton Seconded by D Packer that the accounts for 2008-09 
should be approved and the Statement of Governance signed. Carried 
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7) Planning Applications & Decisions – an appeal had been submitted against the refusal of K/59952/F Land at Ox House 
Farm the Locks Bath Road Devizes 
8) Correspondence – Laid out for inspection 
9. Any Other Business 
9.1 Kennet Kanter.  The 2009 event would be on 7 June – six parish councillors will be marshalling and handing out water to 
runners as they come through Rowde. 
9.2 Caravan Rowde Court Road – the police did not consider this was causing visibility problems but a van with an expired 
tax disc had been removed. 
9.3 D Packer – old fence panels had been thrown over an area which should be cut by English Landscapes – Chairman to speak 
to Sarsen Housing 
9.4 J Barber – attended the Parish Steward Training Day. An explanation was given of how the scheme works at present and 
information about forthcoming work programmes.  The Stewards would be working closely with the police to identify 
vulnerable adults and with the fire service regarding the maintenance of fire hydrants. 
9.5 D Packer –  reminded councillors that there would be a need to buy fuel for the generator in advance of the Fun Day on 11 
July. 
9.6 P Brown – Area Boards each Parish Council would be able to send a representative to the meetings and councils could put 
forward issues for discussion.  There would be six meetings a year which would be held in different locations starting with 
Devizes.  Items put forward must be discussed at Parish Council level in advance – there needs to be an item on the agenda. 
 
12) Dates of next meetings:   2009 meeting programme –17/6/09 School, 15/7/09 Village Hall, 16/9/09 School, 21/10/09 
Village Hall, 18/11/09 School, 
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Signed………………………………………………Chairman        Date 17 June  2009 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


